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 MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Priests, Deacons, Parish Offices, Religious and School Principals  

in the Diocese of Monterey  
 

FROM: +Most Reverend Richard J. Garcia, D.D. 
 

SUBJECT: Wildfires in California  
 

DATE:  October 11, 2017 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

The wildfires that continue to burn in Northern California have impacted thousands 

of families.  As I write, more than 20,000 people have been forced from their homes, 

at least 17 have been killed, and over 100 more remain missing.  About 2000 homes 

have been destroyed, as well as many businesses.  In addition, the Canyon 2 Fire in 

Orange County has destroyed 15 buildings and displaced thousands of residents.  The 

people of those areas will need years to recover from these devastating losses. 
 

So far, our Catholic church properties have been largely spared.  The exceptions are 

Cardinal Newman High School and St. Rose Elementary School in Santa Rosa, which 

have been severely damaged.  A significant portion of the high school has been 

destroyed. 
 

Catholic Charities and other organizations have been doing tremendous work in the 

Dioceses of Orange and Santa Rosa, but even the best of efforts cannot address all the 

needs in those areas.  I urge you to include the victims of the fires in your prayers 

today and in the weeks ahead, as our brothers and sisters continue to fight the fires 

and begin to recover.  With so many natural disasters recently, there is a danger of 

“empathy fatigue” – people grow weary of hearing of losses and begin to tune out bad 

news – but the people of California need our prayers and support as much as the 

people in Houston, Florida, Mexico City, Puerto Rico and the Caribbean Islands have. 
   

I ask you to pray to our saving God on behalf of the thousands affected by the fires, as 

well as for the firefighters, caregivers and others who are helping.  Prayers are the 

greatest source of solace and help right now.  Let us ask our Lord for his loving 

sustenance on behalf of our suffering brothers and sisters. 
 

Sincerely in Christ’s love, 

 
+Most Reverend Richard J. Garcia, D.D. 

Bishop of the Diocese of Monterey  
 

 
 


