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REQUIREMENTS FOR A  

CALIFORNIA CATECHIST CERTIFICATE 

Diocese of Monterey Procedure 

 

 
✓ Successful completion of the diocesan certification courses required for 

certification of school and parish catechists.  There are three ways you can 
complete this requirement. 

o Echoes Emmaus – online formation, at your own pace, with a facilitator 
from your school, parish, or diocese.  Contact Terry Burrows (info. above) for 

assistance in acquiring a license. 

o Echoes 3.0 – Previous edition of Echoes of Faith online.  (This platform is no 

longer being supported by RCL Benziger.  Current participants may use it to 
complete their formation.  There will be no new licenses or renewals on this 
platform.) 

o DVDs – meeting with a facilitator and completing the formation with DVD 

videos and booklets.  This option requires an additional course on 
Ecclesiology.  See more details later in this document.  

 

✓ One observation (in the classroom teaching religion or a catechetical session) by 
a diocesan master catechist, or Catholic School Principal. 

 
✓ Completion of an application for catechist certification 

 

✓ Virtus safe environment training should be completed prior to submitting 
catechist certification.  See your Principal or Parish Catechetical Leader for 
more information. 

 
✓ Once all steps have been completed, the course summary, observation and 

application are submitted to the diocesan office of Catechetical Ministries, 
attention Tish Scargill, through the Parish Catechetical Leader or Catholic 
School Principal.  Contact info. above. 

 
✓ Catechists and Catholic school teachers are certified for a four-year period after 

which they can apply for a renewal, by giving evidence of forty hours of 
catechetical formation.  
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Parish catechist  
 

Echoes of Faith Catechist  

Getting Started 

Roles of the Catechist 

*The Person of the Catechist 

(if using the DVD option for 

formation) 

        + 
The Learner 

  + 
Echoes of Faith Grade Level 

Methodology 

Choose at least one 

Methods Grades 1 & 2 

Methods Grades 3 & 4 

Methods Grades 5 & 6 

Methods Grades 7 & 8 

Adult Faith Formation 

       + 
Echoes of Faith Theology 

I believe, We believe 

Liturgy and Sacraments 

Catholic Morality 

The Scriptures 

Prayer and Spirituality 

The Church* 

         + 
Additional courses 

Christology (Christology; True God, True 

Man- Loyola Press) 

Multicultural (Welcoming the Stranger- 

USCCB) 

*Ecclesiology (The Church) - if using DVD 

option for formation (Ecclesiology – The 

Church as Communion and Mission - 

Loyola Press) 

      + 
Classroom Observation 
 

 

Catholic schoolteacher 

 

Echoes of Faith Catechist 

Getting Started 

Roles of the Catechist 

*The Person of the Catechist  

(if using the DVD option for formation) 

      

 + 
 

Learner and Grade Level Methodology 

modules waived in lieu of teaching 

credential         

 

 + 

 

Echoes of Faith Theology 

I believe, We believe 

Liturgy and Sacraments 

Catholic Morality 

The Scriptures 

Prayer and Spirituality 

The Church* 

       +  

Additional Courses 

 

  + 
Classroom Observation 

 
 

Christology (Christology; True God, True 

Man- Loyola Press) 

Multicultural (Welcoming the Stranger- 

USCCB) 

*Ecclesiology (The Church) - if using 

DVD option for formation (Ecclesiology – 

The Church as Communion and Mission - 

Loyola Press) 

 

mailto:Tscargill@dioceseofmonterey.org
mailto:Tburrows@dioceseofmonterey.org
mailto:slagarda-quiroz@dioceseofmonterey.org


             

  

 

 
485 Church Street  •  Monterey,  California 93940  

Revised June 2021 

831-645-2830        Tish Scargil l  Monterey off ice 
805-458-2006              Terry Burrows SLO off ice  
831-645-2835         Socorro Lagarda-Quiroz office  

 
Tscargi l l@dioceseofmonterey.org   

                           Tburrows@dioceseofmonterey.org 
slagarda-quiroz@dioceseofmonterey.org  

 

DIOCESE OF MONTEREY 
 

 Department of Catechetical Ministries 

 Department of Hispanic Ministries 
  
  

Additional Courses:  

In addition to the modules available online via Echoes Emmaus or Echoes 3.0, there are two 

extra courses you need to complete for catechist certification – Christology and Multi-Cultural 

Considerations.  If you are doing the Echoes sessions via DVD, you also need to complete a 

course on Ecclesiology.    

The book for the Christology module Christology; True God, True Man, ISBN 0-8294-1719-2, 

is available from Loyola Press.   

The documents for the multicultural piece, Welcoming the Stranger Among Us, can be found on 

the USCCB.org website: https://www.usccb.org/committees/pastoral-care-migrants-refugees-

travelers/welcoming-stranger-among-us-unity-diversity 

In Spanish: https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-

teaching/upload/Acogiendo-al-forastero-entre-nosotros.pdf  

For those taking the Echoes modules via DVD, the Ecclesiology module Ecclesiology – The 

Church as Communion and Mission ISBN 978-0-8294-1726-5 is available from Loyola Press.   

Please read the text(s) and document. Once you have completed them, submit a one-page 

summary for each book or document, responding to the following questions:   

For Christology:  

What was your understanding of the humanity and divinity of Christ before you read the book? 

After you read the book, what challenged you from what you read?  What is your new 

understanding of the humanity and divinity of Christ?  

 

For Welcoming the Stranger Among Us:  

Before you read the document, reflect on your understanding of diversity in your parish 

community. How diverse is your parish?  Who are being ministered to in your parish? What 

cultures are represented?   

After you read the document, reflect on what new understanding/ appreciation you have for the 

Church’s teaching.  How can your parish better reach out to the cultures who are and are not 

represented?  

 

For Ecclesiology (if doing Echoes via DVD option): 

Do you experience, in your faith community and its liturgy, a rhythm of gathering and being sent, coming 

together, and going forth, and communion and mission?   

What is your understanding of the relationship between Word and sacrament?   

Why is it important to distinguish between the “Catholic Church” and the “one Church of Christ”? 

 

Please send these reflections to either: 
Tish Scargill, 485 Church Street, Monterey, CA 93940 

Terry Burrows, 979 Osos St., Ste. B6, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401  

Or if in Spanish to Socorro Lagarda-Quiroz, 485 Church Street, Monterey, CA 93940 
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